
Environmental Geography ,CC10 ,Sem 4 

 

What is Environment? 

 

Environment is a place where different things are such as a swampy or hot environment. It 

can be living (biotic) or non-living (abiotic) things. It includes physical, chemical and other 

natural forces. Living things live in their environment. They constantly interact with it and 

adapt themselves to conditions in their environment. In the environment there are different 

interactions between animals, plants, soil, water, and other living and non-living things. 

Since everything is part of the environment of something else, the word environment is used 

to talk about many things. People in different fields of knowledge use the word environment 

differently. Electromagnetic environment is radio waves and other electromagnetic 

radiation and magnetic fields.   

In psychology and medicine, a person's environment is the people, physical things and places 

that the person lives with. The environment affects the growth and development of the 

person. It affects the person's behaviour, body, mind and heart. 

Discussions on nature versus nurture are sometimes framed as heredity vs. environment. 

Natural Environment 

In biology and ecology, the environment is all of the natural materials and living things, 

including sunlight. If those things are natural, it is a natural environment. 

Environment includes the living and nonliving things that an organism interacts with, or has 

an effect on it. Living elements that an organism interacts with are known as biotic elements: 

animals, plants, etc., abiotic elements are non living things which include air, water, sunlight 

etc. Studying the environment means studying the relationships among these various things. 

An example of interactions between non-living and living things is plants getting their 

minerals from the soil and making food using sunlight. Predation, an organism eating 

another, is an example of interaction between living things. 

Some people call themselves environmentalists. They think we must protect the natural 

environment, to keep it safe. Things in the natural environment that we value are 

called natural resources. For example; fish, insects, and forests. These are renewable 

resources because they come back naturally when we use them. Non-renewable resources are 

important things in the environment that are limited for example, ores and fossil fuels. Some 

things in the natural environment can kill people, such as lightning. 

 Ecological units which are natural systems without much human interference. These 

include all vegetation, microorganisms, soil, rocks, atmosphere, and natural events. 

 Universal natural resources and physical phenomenon which lack clear-cut boundaries. 

These include climate, air, water, energy, radiation, electric charge, and magnetism. 

 

Historical Environment 

A person's environment is the events and culture that the person lived in. Environment is 

everything around us. A person's beliefs and actions depend on his environment. Modern 
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people mostly think it is wrong to own slaves. But in Jefferson's and 

Caesar's environments slavery was normal. So, their actions did not look as wrong in their 

societies. Its simple definition is: 

Interaction between human and environment in the past. 

 

 

What is Environmental Geography 

Environmental geography (also referred to as environmental geography, Integrated 

geography or human–environment geography) is the branch of geography that describes and 

explains the spatial aspects of interactions between human individuals or societies and their 

natural environment, these interactions being called coupled human–environment system. 

Summed up, environmental geography is about humans and nature and how we affect the 

environment and our planet. 

It requires an understanding of the dynamics of physical geography, as well as the ways in which 

human societies conceptualize the environment (human geography). Thus, to a certain degree, it 

may be seen as a successor of Physische Anthropogeographie (English: "physical 

anthropogeography")—a term coined by University of Vienna geographer Albrecht Penck in 

1924—and geographical cultural or human ecology (Harlan H. Barrows 1923). Integrated 

geography in the United States is principally influenced by the schools of Carl O. 

Sauer (Berkeley), whose perspective was rather historical, and Gilbert F. White (Chicago), who 

developed a more applied view. Integrated geography (also, integrative geography, environmental 

geography or human–environment geography) is the branch of geography that describes and 

explains the spatial aspects of interactions between human individuals or societies and their 

natural environment, called coupled human–environment systems. 

The links between human and physical geography were once more apparent than they are today. 

As human experience of the world is increasingly mediated by technology, the relationships 

between humans and the environment have often become obscured. Thereby, integrated 

geography represents a critically important set of analytical tools for assessing the impact of 

human presence on the environment. This is done by measuring the result of human activity on 

natural landforms and cycles. Methods for which this information is gained include remote 

sensing, and geographic information systems. Integrated geography helps us to ponder the 

environment in terms of its relationship to people. With integrated geography we can analyze 

different social science and humanities perspectives and their use in understanding people 

environment processes. Hence, it is considered the third branch of geography, the other branches 

being physical and human geography 
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